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               Property Owners Association



Board of Directors


Meeting, January 18, 2007
A meeting of the Board of Directors of the Sage Creek Canyon Property Owners Association was held on January 18, 2007.  The meeting was held at the Jackson home, and was attended by all of the current directors.  The meeting was called to order by Ward at 5:32 PM.  The agenda for the meeting held only two main items.  The first was to determine appropriate policy to deal with the removal of infected pine beetle trees, and the spraying of the community trees to prevent further infestation.  The second item of business was to discuss items affecting the community/TYL bridge across the Blue River. Notes concerning the meeting discussions follow.

Ward opened the meeting by expanding on an E-Mail he had sent to Board members the previous day.  The E-Mail concerned the fact that John and Sue Hasegawa had called Ward on January 17th to report a diminished water supply in their home.  At that time Ward had returned to the community and had met with Tom McClelland regarding the problem.  Water had been tested at the following homes:  Pollock, Jackson, Siegel, Johnson, and at the pump house.  At all sites there was good water flow.  Ward had called and talked to John multiple times providing the guidance that available information indicated a high probability that any problem would be inside John’s home or in the supply line from the main to the home.  Ward encouraged John to call a plumber to investigate the possibility of a frozen pipe in the home.  [In discussions with John following the meeting, he indicated that he and Sue were going to “wait it out” and not call a plumber at that time.]

Mike provided the Board with a current financial sheet.  There were a number of variances in the payment of the fall dues.  Mike was asked to send a letter to those outstanding, and to assess the appropriate late charges on those amounts.  There was also discussion on the reasons why our plowing company is new this year, and why the company is charging us 50% more than the last.  It is getting harder and harder to find a company that will meet our requirements (unpaved roads, driveways, non-lighted roads).  Ward indicated that the expensive once yearly water tests need to be performed.  The earlier we do it, the more possibility of a price break we might get.  Mike indicated that the funds for this expensive testing had been budgeted.  The Board gave Ward permission to get Tom to move ahead with that testing.

The discussion about the Pine Beetle disease was wide ranging.  Items of discussion included the following:

1. Our community has been surveyed, and diseased trees have been marked with a red band.

2. Some of our trees were “hit” by the beetle but were strong enough to “pitch” or expel the insect.  Those trees will likely not die.

3. There is now evidence in our community and elsewhere that spruce trees are being attacked and killed as well. 

4. No diseased trees are located on community property.

5. There are 57 infected trees on the property of 5 property owners:  Pott, Hammond, Reitan, Tippin, Blount

6. Arborists tell us that infected trees must be felled and removed from the site prior to May 1.  Failure to do so will likely mean that the insects will begin to jump to other trees.

The Board voted to notify the whole community by E-Mail and perhaps also by USPS letter of these facts, and to indicate that the affected property owners would need to complete action on felling and removal of the diseased trees prior to the May 1 deadline.  The Board expressed a hope that affected property owners would “do the right thing” and promptly remove the trees.  However, if affected trees are not removed in a timely fashion, the property owner will be fined $200.00 per tree per month.  

Members of the Board noted that tree services are struggling to keep up with the demand to take down trees.  It is imperative that property owners immediately engage a tree specialist and “get on the list” to have the trees felled and removed.  The Board has gathered a list of reputable tree specialists in the area, and will make that available to the community right away.

With regard to the spraying of trees, the Board voted unanimously to cause all mature evergreen trees in the community to be sprayed as soon as is feasible.  This will mean all evergreen trees on both community and private property.  Once again it is imperative to “get on the list” right away.  The Board has already had discussions with a tree spraying service that has a great track record.  We have been able to negotiate a great price of $10.00 per tree (the “going” minimum rate per tree is $15.00).  The costs for the spraying will be charged back to each property owner.  It appears there are approximately 1,000 trees in the community that need treatment.  When each tree is treated, it will be marked by a paint dot.  After the treatment, and with the help of some volunteers, it will be necessary to count the trees that have been sprayed, and to determine on whose property the tree is growing.  This will be a daunting task, and the help of the community will be required.  

The Board decided not to allow individuals to treat their own trees or to separately engage various professionals (even if any were available).  Each local company is beginning to accrue a “track record” of the trees sprayed, and the apparent success of the spraying.  The community is engaging the one with the best track record, and it is necessary that we don’t have any delay or poor quality issues in this matter.

Tom Massaro will immediately contact Tom Estes at Preventative Tree Spraying on behalf of the Board.  Ward will create the proposed letter/E-Mail to the community and “run it past” the rest of the Board.  The goal is to get the letter out in the next week.  Ward noted that Fire Chief Parmley told him of the possibility of some available grant money for this kind of effort undertaken by communities (not individuals).  Jeff will contact the fire chief in an effort to determine if Sage Creek might be able to take advantage of any of these grant funds.

With regard to the continuing issue of repairing/replacing the bridge, it was determined that Ward will arrange for Mike and Ward to meet with Ed McVaney to try to get a clearer perspective on what he would like to have done – since he technically owns the bridge.  Previous efforts to speak frankly with Ed on this issue have not proved informative, and the community cannot move ahead with any action unless we move in concert with the Tyl Ranch.  Ward has the action item to contact Ed. 

Mike noted that it is becoming more and more apparent that the Hammond family has a significant septic problem developing.  It appears they are now having the tanks pumped once a week.  An open but marked hole is in their front yard.  Mike will make sure that the Board is kept informed, and that Tim comes before the Board for ARC approval before any excavation is undertaken.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:24 PM.



Respectfully Submitted,




Ward Jackson
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